Hyoscine exists in two isomeric forms, the laevo-rotatory and the dextro-rotatory. In this respect it resembles atropin, which has also been shown to consist of two bodies, one optically active in one direction and one optically active in the other. It is one of the marvels of pharmacology that two molecules chemically identical, and differing only as one's left hand differs from one's right, should have such widely different biological actions.
In the case of hyoscine, the pharmacology has been fully worked out by Professor Cushny and others, as far as the action on the peripheral nerves is concerned, but the clinical effect, or more particularly the effect on the mind, has, I understand, never been satisfactorily determined.
In June of this year, at; Professor Cushny's suggestion, observations of this nature were started at the Royal Maternity Hospital. The Icevo-hyoscine cases number 15. In 10 of these amnesia was complete, the patients remembering nothing whatever after the first or second injection. These patients were completely oblivious to the passage of time, and it was afterwards difficult to persuade many what day of the week it was: a day was completely blotted out of memory. In three more cases the amnesia was almost complete, the patient having only a hazy recollection of delivery, or of seeing the child. None of them had recollection of any suffering. In the remaining 2 cases of the 15 the drug had no effect in causing amnesia.
In only one or two cases was there observed any marked degree of drowsiness. Usually the patient lay in a peculiar dazed condition, muttering ncoherently, and making frequent purposeless movements. Speech was slovenly, and when intelligible was of the nature of an occupational delirium with very rapid flow of ideas. These patients showed complete disorientation, and answers to questions were often of a most absurd nature.
The reason for the absence of the drowsy state which one expects in a "Twilight Sleep" patient is probably to be found in the surroundings. These women lie in a noisy labour ward, 
